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HIV/AIDS Working Groupi 
Brussels, 25 May 2011 

 
 
Dear Ambassador, 
 
Subject: UN General Assembly High Level Meeting on AIDS Outcome Document 
 
We are writing to you regarding the ongoing negotiations on the Zero Draft Outcome 
Document for the UN General Assembly High Level Meeting on AIDS, taking place on 
8-10 June in New York.  
 
We welcome the EU’s overall support of the UNAIDS Strategy 2011-2015 and its strong 
promotion in the negotiations of human rights-based responses to the HIV epidemic, 
including protecting the human rights of key affected populations and sexual and 
reproductive health and rights. We are also pleased to see that the EU is supporting the 
strengthening of health and community systems, including the role of civil society, to 
deliver effective integration of HIV and sexual and reproductive health programmes, 
including maternal and child health interventions. We would however hope to see greater 
EU consensus around evidence based prevention approaches and invite you to affirm 
even stronger the EU’s role in intensifying investment in the research, development and 
delivery of critically needed new prevention options, including microbicides, PrEP, ART 
as prevention, and an AIDS vaccine. Finally, we have positively received the EU’s 
support of global innovative financing mechanisms for the AIDS response. We therefore 
urge you to keep a strong stance on those issues to ensure that real progress can be 
achieved in the years to come. 
 
However, we would like to express our deep concern around the EU’s positioning on 
some issues that, according to us, are key to achieving Universal Access to HIV 
prevention, treatment, care and support, and ultimately, meeting the Millennium 
Development Goals by 2015:  
 

- The EU is systematically rejecting time-bound and quantified targets in the 
Outcome Document and therefore the six goals for 2015 laid down in the UN 
Secretary-General’s report Uniting for universal access: towards zero new HIV 
infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related deaths of March 2011, 
among which one of the most important is that between 13-15 million people 
should receive HIV treatment by 2015, close to the 80% of the 18 million people 
estimated in need by 2015, defined as universal access. We believe that those 
very concrete goals are key to ensuring the sustainability of the AIDS response 
and catalysing real progress towards Universal Access. Not having them 
enshrined in the High Level Meeting Outcome Document would be a missed 
opportunity and weaken the possibility for robust accountability mechanisms. We 
therefore exhort the EU to support the commitments needed to achieve Universal 
Access by 2015 and not roll back on treatment.  
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- We are also deeply concerned by the current positioning of the EU on the financing of the Global 
Fund to fight AIDS, TB and Malaria. As one of the leaders of the global AIDS response, we expect 
the EU to commit to a fully funded Global Fund according to the scale up needs in line with 
international standards (WHO recommendations), recognising it as a highly effective mechanism for 
performance-based financing and inclusion of civil society to respond to the three diseases, as 
recently pointed out by the DFID Multilateral Aid Review. We also encourage the EU to adopt an 
even stronger stance on the need to develop additional innovative financial mechanisms to ensure the 
long-term sustainability of the response to the three diseases. 
 

- Finally, we are alarmed by the unwillingness of the EU to address trade barriers and legal obstacles, 
regulations, policies and practices which limit the capacity of middle- and low-income countries 
to provide cheap ARVs to people living with HIV. Without affordable generics, millions of lives 
saved over the past decade would otherwise have been lost. We are deeply concerned that this 
move from the EU, which goes against the principle of policy coherence for development, could 
have a devastating impact on patients’ lives in the developing countries. We urge you to support the 
original commitments contained in the Zero Draft para. 21 and 52.  

 
Over the past decades, the EU has greatly contributed to the remarkable achievements in the fight against 
AIDS and has played a strong leadership role in the global AIDS response. However, we are now observing 
that the EU’s changes to the Zero Draft of the Outcome Document risk substantially weakening the global 
response in the three key areas highlighted above and transforming the High Level Meeting into a missed 
opportunity.  
 
We sincerely hope you will consider the above recommendations as you and other representatives of the EU 
continue negotiations on the Outcome Document. The EU’s leadership role implies that the Union re-
commits both politically and financially to a strong and targeted global AIDS response and promotes bold 
and progressive policies to save the lives of millions and ultimately to end the AIDS pandemic. The EU’s 
credibility as a global leader is at stake. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
On behalf of the CONCORD HIV/AIDS Working Group 
 

 
Arben Fetai 
EU Policy Adviser 
Stop AIDS Alliance 
Address: 98 Rue du Trône, B-1050 Brussels 
Email : afetai@stopaidsalliance.org   
 
 
                                                
i The CONCORD HIV/AIDS Working Group is comprised am ong others of the following organisations: 
Stop AIDS Alliance, STOP AIDS NOW, International HI V/AIDS Alliance, Concern Worldwide, Terre des 
Hommes, Salud por Derecho, Global Health Advocates,  International Partnership for Microbicides, 
International AIDS Vaccine Initiative, HelpAge Inte rnational, EU-Cord, SOS Kinderdorfen, Coalition 
PLUS, Marie Stopes International, Christian Blind M ission, Deutsch Stiftung Weltbevölkerung, 
ActionAid, SoaAids Nederland, Aidos, Cordaid, Handi cap International, Plan International, Islamic 
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Relief, AIDS Consortium, ActionAid, Care Internatio nal, Red Cross, World Vision International, AIDS 
Accountability International, Kehys, AIDES, Interna tional Planned Parenthood Federation European 
Network.  


