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I. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

 

1. During the 15th Ordinary Session of the African Union Heads of State and 
Government, held in Uganda in 2010, the Assembly adopted ‘Accelerating Youth 
Empowerment for Sustainable Development’ as the theme for the 2011 Summit. 

2. It is in this context that the High Level Meeting and the African Youth Forum were 
held from 01 to 06 April 2011 at the Headquarters of the African Union, preceding the 
COMY III Bureau meeting.  

3. The highlights of the African Youth Forum, as a pre summit event  included: 2 
days High level consultation on the youth development and funding issues, addressing 
in particular the challenges facing the financing for the African Youth Decade Plan of 
Action and all the youth related programmes. The consultations also allowed the 
Parliamentarians to exchange ideas on the implementation of the African Youth Charter, 
focusing on youth rights and obligations. This was a golden  opportunity offered to 
exchange views with other International Youth Organizations and Networks on their 
possible commitments towards the plan of action of the Youth Decade and priority 
actions (medium  and long term). 3 days African Youth Forum gave the young people 
the opportunity to address the issues and concerns they want to see accelerated for 
their empowerment towards realizing the African sustainable development goal. 

4. The African Youth Forum, created a platform for the youth to seriously engage 
into dialogue and share their views and opinions about the youth empowerment agenda 
as critical actors. The forum also granted the youth an opportunity to deliberate on key 
issues and have their voices heard. While taking note of the remarkable progress 
accomplished in all member States, in various domains in the interest of the young 
people, a lot more needs to be done. They unanimously and strongly expressed the 
need to pursue, reinforce and accelerate the efforts to address their various concerns in 
order to meet their expectations. About 200 participants composed of youth 
representatives from across Africa and the Diaspora, Partners (bilateral and 
multilateral), funding institutions a delegation of the Pan African Parliament and youth 
Members of Parliament attended the High Level Consultation and the African Youth 
Forum.  

5. The main outcomes of the meetings are the recommendations that expressed 
commitments for action at various levels from all the stakeholders, including  a Call to 
the Heads of State and Government to prioritise and facilitate the acceleration of the 
implementation of youth development and empowerment programs in respective 
Member States.  
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6. The Ministers in charge of Youth Development, in the Bureau Meeting are 
expected to endorse the recommendations reviewed by the experts and submitted for 
their consideration. 

 

II. ATTENDANCE OF THE BUREAU OF COMY III MEETING 

7. The Ministers in charge of youth development from Cameroon, Botswana and 
Algeria and their respective experts, as well as experts from Rwanda and Burkina Faso   
on behalf of their Ministers.  The Pan African Youth Union, delegates from some 
National Youth Councils and Youth-led Organizations, representatives of Civil Society 
and the United Nations Agencies, such as UNFPA, UNICEF, UNEP etc. and other 
bilateral and multilateral Partners attended the meeting as observers. : 

 

III. OPENING CEREMONY 
 

8. The Secretary General of the Pan African Youth Union, Mr. Maquento Lopes, on 
behalf of the African Youth greeted the Ministers and members of the Bureau and gave 
a quick brief of the outcomes reached by the youth who participated in the previous 
meetings, but also their commitments to address the issues regarding Africa’s 
development. He put forward  two requests that will contribute to the visible changes 
towards youth participation: i) facilitate the integration of the youth delegate in the 
national delegation to attend the next AU Summit, ii) make the Pan African Youth Union 
a specialised agency of the African Union, and at all levels.  

9. Commissioner, Prof. Jean Pierre Ezin in his statement welcomed the Ministers 
and the experts and reminded the house about the global context in which the 2011 July 
AU Summit in Malabo will address the Youth empowerment. Prof. Jean-Pierre Ezin 
urged the Ministers to propose the most relevant orientations towards the capacity 
building of the youth and their empowerment for a meaningful participation in Africa’s 
sustainable development. 

10. The 1st Vice-Chairperson of the COMY III greeted all the participants and 
congratulated the African Union Commission for its efforts in promoting youth 
development in Africa. He renewed to the Youth the African leaders’ commitment to 
take the appropriate decision to support and endorse the recommendations formulated 
by the young people. He also pointed out that necessary actions will be taken towards 
the implementation of the African youth Charter and the plan of action of the African 
Youth decade. 

 

IV. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND PROGRAMME OF WORK 
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11. The agenda and programme were adopted with a slight amendment. 

V. AGENDA ITEMS  
 
ITEM 1: YOUTH GUEST SPEAKER 
 
12. A youth delegate, Dan Jumas Ojei from Nigeria, volunteered to present to the 
Ministers the poem he wrote and in which he acknowledged the important role of the 
elders in teaching the younger to be optimistic and to be convinced that tomorrow will 
be better than today. He expressed strong desire to build the necessary youth-adult 
partnership that Africa needs to shape a radiant future. Partnership made of a 
combination of experiences, wisdom, and compassion from the elders and passion, 
fresh ideas, creativity and energy from the youth. Ultimately, the expected changes if 
implemented would be the achievement of the African Dream 

ITEM 2: PRESENTATION AND CONSIDERATION OF THE EXPERTS’ REPORT 
 
13. The Rapporteur of the Bureau presented the report from the Experts’ meeting, 
which was mainly the combined and reviewed version of the recommendations from  
the High Level Consultation and the African Youth Forum, consolidated and 
categorized/clustered into sub-themes.  

14. After consideration of the report and recommendations, the Ministers of the 
Bureau of COMY III commended the efforts made by the Commission and the AU 
Member States, and also the valuable contribution from the participants of the two 
previous meetings.  

15. They unanimously insisted on operating within the existing frameworks initially 
developed to address and support the implementation of identified priorities for youth 
development and that needed to be referred to as important efforts to meet the 
expectations of the young people on the continent. Noting, among other outcomes, the  
significant achievement in producing an African Common Position on Youth 
Development in Africa in 2010 that clearly stated areas of focus for accelerated 
interventions such as: investment in Youth and adolescents development and 
empowerment, implementation of the African Youth Charter, the Plan of Action 
for the Decade and the African Youth Volunteer Corps, establishment of an 
effective mechanism for coordinating and evaluating the various program 
implementation, establishment of effective resource mobilization strategies and 
strengthening the technical and institutional capacity of our existing structure. 

16. After the deliberations, the Ministers made the following recommendations:  
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A. YOUTH EMPOWERMENT AND SOCIO-POLITICAL STABILITY/ 
INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY BUILDING  

 

17. This sub theme will allow the empowerment of the youth in the specific areas of 
socio-political stability and strengthen institutional capacity of the relevant structures 
dealing with  youth development  

I. Support African Union Commission, Governments, Pan African Youth Union, 
National Youth Councils and Non Governmental Organisations in 
implementing youth development and empowerment programs and allocate 
specific resources to youth development issues at country level.  

II. Encourage, guarantee and facilitate youth political participation and 
empowerment in elected assemblies and other governance structures. 

III. Advocate for the establishment of “win-win” partnership and mutual benefit 
between the public power and youth organizations as well as the National 
Youth Council (NYC); 

IV. Advocate for the establishment and/or strengthen the coordination roles of 
National Youth Councils within the countries;  

V. Prevent the involvement of youth in conflict and use of child soldiers, and adopt 
pragmatic and complementary engagement of youth in conflict prevention, 
resolution and reconciliation; 

VI. Urge the Chairperson of the AUC to establish a Directorate for Youth 
Development Affairs in the AUC; 

VII. Establish a Ministry exclusively for youth development in all member states 
and strengthen the technical and financial capacity of Youth Ministries, 
through recruitment and training of professional youth workers and 
volunteers. There is need to be mindful of the crosscutting dimension of the 
issues related to youth and call for other relevant ministries and partners’ 
joint and complementary interventions; 

VIII. Reaffirm that Pan-African Union (PYU) and its regional structures are 
granted the status of African Union specialized agencies at continental, 
regional and national levels as well as in the Diaspora; 

IX. Strengthen the culture of patriotism and civic education training among 
youth 

X. Advocate for the establishment of a UN (United Nations) Youth Agency.  

XI. Implement the resolution requesting the Member States to include youth (as 
defined in the AYC) as part of official delegations to relevant UN and AU 
General Assembly meetings and related activities; 
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XII. Adopt economic and business policies to create and ensure an enabling 
environment for the private sector to invest in youth development;  

XIII. Monitor the implementation of the African Youth Charter and the Plan of 
Action for the Decade through standardized tools, indicators and 
mechanisms for mainstreaming youth issues and monitoring progress 
towards development targets. 

 

B. YOUTH EMPOWERMENT AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC STABILITY  
 
18. This sub theme will contribute to youth empowerment and improve the economic 
stability for youth personal development, which can impact on the national development 
and economic stability 

 
I. Prioritize quality and innovative education (formal and non-formal) such as 

internships, volunteerism and e-learning programs for the acquisition of 
knowledge, life-skills, livelihood skills, entrepreneurship and facilitate the 
involvement of Diaspora youth.  

II. Mobilize and allocate resources for the acceleration of the Medium Term 
Priorities for the Plan of Action for the African Youth Decade;  

III. Create mechanisms that will enable the African youth in the Diaspora to 
effectively contribute to sustainable development in Africa and facilitate and 
co-ordinate establishment of the PYU, NYCs and Diaspora youth institutions; 

IV. Develop strategies for strengthening Public Private Partnership (PPP) in 
stimulating domestic resources for implementing Youth Development 
Programs especially targeting employment and self employment for the 
youth; 

V. Eradicate youth poverty, youth extreme poverty, hunger, gender inequality 
and all forms of discrimination by prioritizing education and decent 
employment of youth.  

VI. Take advantage of opportunities of globalization as well as information and 
communication technologies to achieve the African Youth Charter (AYC), 
African Youth Decade Plan of Action and the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs).  

VII. Prioritize youth development issues as part of private sector’s corporate social 
responsibility including reducing carbon footprint.  
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VIII. Support youth with micro-finance and entrepreneurial skills development 
initiatives.  

 

C. YOUTH EMPOWERMENT AND SOCIO-INDIVIDUAL WELFARE 

Individual and social welfare must contribute to the promotion of development and youth 
empowerment and sustain development of the youth as well as their respective 
societies. The implementation of the following recommendations will facilitate the 
attainment of this objective. 

 
i. Pay particular attention to marginalized adolescents, youth, including unskilled, 

out of school, unemployed youth, youth living in rural areas, youth living with 
HIV, youth with disabilities, youth in conflict situations and young women.  

ii. Prioritize and strengthen the health systems to improve access for all to care 
services, taking into the STIs, HIV and AIDS  

iii. Fight against human trafficking, exploitation of refugees, internally displaced 
young people (IDP), substance abuse, social exclusion, early and forced 
marriages, unwanted pregnancies, gender inequality, maternal mortality, new 
HIV infections and xenophobia 

iv. Combat inequalities among youth such as gender, sexual and gender based 
abuses and violence, human trafficking, Malaria, new HIV infections, STIs, 
TB, maternal mortality and discrimination of marginalized group; 

v. Encourage, guarantee and reinforce youth participation in parliamentary and 
governmental activities  

vi. Promote the culture of volunteerism among the young people and urge 
Member States to support the implementation of the African Union Youth 
Volunteers Corps given the importance of the skills development to be 
provided to the youth. 

 

D. YOUTH EMPOWERMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  
 

19. Empowered youth have positive impacts on development in an overall manner 
and on sustainable development in a more specific way. Youth empowerment, as 
defined in the Plan of action for the African Youth Decade, has succeeded when the 
youth acknowledge that they have or can create and make choices in life. An 
empowered youth is aware of the implications of his/her choices, which are followed by 
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well informed and freely taken rational decisions, with acceptance of responsibility for 
the consequences. These enabling conditions to youth empowerment fall into major 
categories like economic, political and social base. In addition, it requires strong political 
will, adequate resource allocation and supportive legal and administrative frameworks. 
A stable environment of equality/equity, social cohesion, peace, good governance and 
democracy is necessary to ensure access to knowledge, information and skills, and a 
positive value system. The implementation of the recommendations below, as well as 
the previous ones formulated under the sub-themes would contribute to the 
achievement of this goal. 

 
I. Increase awareness and understanding of the African Youth Charter within the 

African Union Member States and among the youth. 

II. Promote, respect and defend all the legal instruments of Human Rights and the 
related conventions; 

III. Establish or reinforce mechanisms that would facilitate and popularize active and 
meaningful youth participation in the development and implementation of 
global and national plans such as the MDG’s and Poverty Reduction 
Strategic Programmes (PRSP’s); 

IV. Transit from brown economy to green economy based on green jobs and renewable 
energy (COP+17 and Rio+20). 

V. Reaffirm the importance of our natural resources and collectively undertake 
actions to protect the environment and mitigate the effects of climate 
change.  

VI. Mandate the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) and NEPAD to monitor 
and report on the implementation of the African Youth Charter; 

VII. Urge the member States to submit to the AUC a biennial State of Youth Report in 
their respective countries through standardized tools, indicators and 
mechanisms. 

E. GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

20. After consideration of the recommendations submitted by the Experts meeting, 
the Ministers’ conference agreed on the following. 

 Necessity of promoting exchange programmes, sharing experiences and best 
practices between members States as well as among the youth; 

 Necessity to promote communication and information dissemination towards the 
youth and among the young people themselves; 
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 Necessity to continue promoting structured and various sporting activities for the 
youth; 

 Necessity to adopt principles on youth mainstreaming and implement youth 
analysis framework in linkages to multi-sectoral development policy programs 
and plans.  

 Importance of strengthening the role of the young people in the social cohesion 
and peace keeping in the society; 

 Establishment of mechanisms and tools for monitoring and assessment of 
adopted resolutions programmes and plans of action.  

Item 4: Presentation of the planned format for the discussion of the theme 
during the Malabo Summit 

21. The Commissioner of Human Resources, Science and Technology briefly 
informed the ministers on the format proposed by the Commission to facilitate 
discussions from various angles, of the theme of the Summit of Heads of State and 
Government in Malabo. The following lead speakers have been identified: a) 3 Heads of 
State and Government, b) 2 youth (1 young woman, 1 young man), c) 5 young persons 
(1 per region). 106 young people at a ratio of two per country (1 young woman, 1 young 
man) will be in attendance in plenary as observers.  

22. The Ministers asked a number of questions to which the Commissioner gave the 
necessary clarification. 

Item 5:  DATE AND VENUE OF THE NEXT BUREAU MEETING 

23. The Ministers welcomed the offer of the Government of Rwanda, the current 
chair to host the next Bureau Meeting of COMY III but the date to be determined later 
through consultations.  

Item 6: ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
24. Nothing was raised under this item.  

Item 7: CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE MINISTERS’ REPORT 

25. The draft report was presented to the Ministers. A few amendments were made 
and the document was adopted subject to the amendments being inserted and the 
French and English versions being reconciled. 

Item 8: CONCLUSION AND CLOSING SESSION 

26. The Ministers’ meeting offered a good opportunity to the participants to refine the 
recommendations to be submitted to the Summit in July 2011.  
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27. After showing his appreciation towards the relevant contributions from the 
Ministers and the support from the development partners, the Commissioner wished all 
the participants the best.  

28. The chairperson closed the meeting by thanking the African Union Commission, 
the participants and his fellow Ministers and their respective experts for their very active 
participation and valuable contributions. 

 

Done in Addis Ababa, on 9 April 2011 

The extraordinary session of the Conference 

of Ministers of the Bureau of COMY III 

 


