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ACP-EU JOINT PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

Declaration

Uniting for Universal Access in view of the 2011 High Level Meeting on AIDS in 
June 

Having regard to the United Nations General Assembly High Level Meeting on 
AIDS, New York, 8-10 June, the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly meeting in 
Budapest (Hungary) from 16 to 18 May:

1. Recalls that the goal of scaling up towards and sustaining universal access to 
HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment, care and support is enshrined as a key 
development priority in Article 31bis of the revised Cotonou Agreement; 

2. Stresses that, thirty years into the AIDS epidemic, the AIDS response has 
demonstrated its value as a high impact investment which has yielded returns for 
HIV, as well as for larger goals of health, development and human rights, and over 
the last 10 years the rate of new HIV infections fell in many countries, the number 
of people on antiretroviral treatment has increased, as well as the coverage of 
services to prevent mother-to-child transmission. Still the gains are insufficient and 
fragile; 

3. Therefore calls on the ACP and EU governments to step up efforts in their 
cooperation to support the ACP States in scaling up and sustaining universal access 
to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support as a key condition to meet the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015;

4. Calls upon the ACP and EU Parties – governments of the ACP States and the EU 
Member States as well as the European Commission and the European External 
Action Service – to be represented at the highest level at the 2011 High Level 
Meeting on AIDS, to support the recommendations of the UN Secretary-General 
report and adopt his proposal of the six global goals for 2015;

5. Calls on the EU to uphold its leadership role in the AIDS response, notably by 
initiating a broad and consultative process with all stakeholders, including EU 
Member States, Parliamentarians, the Civil Society, for the preparation of a 
geographically comprehensive European Programme for Action to Confront 
HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis through External Action for 2012 and 
beyond;
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6. Calls on ACP and EU governments to promote the inclusion of anti-stigma 
strategies into national AIDS programmes, also through community systems 
strengthening; to remove punitive laws, policies, practices, stigma and 
discrimination that undermine human rights and increase vulnerability to 
HIV/AIDS; to commit to the provision of comprehensive care and support services 
for adults and children living with and affected by HIV, including caregivers;

7. Calls on the EU and ACP governments to redouble allocations for HIV prevention, 
and focus prevention investments on integrated and evidence-based prevention 
programmes targeting the populations who are most at risk and most vulnerable, as 
one of the most cost-effective interventions, as well as to intensify investment in 
the research; 

8. Stresses that treatment is a high impact investment that reduces HIV transmission, 
tuberculosis and maternal and child deaths. Therefore calls on the ACP and EU 
government to support innovation in treatment access, eliminate legal barriers and 
ensure universal and reliable access to safe, high quality and more affordable 
medicines, build the capacity of health and community systems to deliver and 
support integrated treatment services, and coherently address HIV and TB co-
infections;

9. Calls on the EU and ACP governments to promote the integration of HIV and 
reproductive, maternal and new born health services as a key measure to achieving 
the MDGs by 2015, notably through the EU MDG Initiative. In that regard, 
particular attention should be paid to strengthening health and community systems 
to deliver effective integration of HIV and sexual and reproductive health 
programmes and linking programmes to support stronger inter-related outcomes 
across all health-related MDGs;

10. Calls upon ACP and EU governments to meet fair-share commitments to reach the 
investment needs for health in general and the global AIDS response in particular, 
whereby the EU Member States realise their long-term predictable financing 
commitments, while domestic investment in developing countries is significantly 
scaled up to allow for the implementation of the Abuja Declaration Call for 15% of 
the National Budget to health, emerging powers are encouraged to assume their
share, and innovative financing mechanisms are expanded.
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