
 
 
Five Priority issues and key messages for the UN High Level Meeting 
 

The membership of the UK Consortium on AIDS and International Development calls for: 
 
1. Governments to ensure the sustainability of the scale-up of responses to HIV by 

making political and financial commitments that will deliver Universal Access by 2015. 
 
These commitments to Universal Access for all adults and children must be for HIV 
treatment, prevention, care and support together and should include:   

 

 Ensuring that all national AIDS strategic plans are fully funded  

 Providing comprehensive care for people living with HIV and those affected by HIV 

 Sustaining and expanding access to treatment in low- and middle-income countries, 
developing interim targets to ensure the 2015 target is met 

 Establishing innovative financing mechanisms for treatment including a global 
Financial Transactions Tax 

 Making explicit reference to the core components of comprehensive care and 
support (physical, psychosocial, socio-economic, nutritional and legal) and ensure 
the care and support needs of adults and children are given equal importance. 

 Actively supporting the expansion of access to medicines initiatives such as the 
Medicines Patent Pool as well as backing countries’ rights to implement the 
flexibilities in the Doha Declaration and defending against threats to the legal supply 
of generic medicines from the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement,  Free Trade 
Agreements and other national and international legislation 

 Scaling up evidence-based prevention programmes  

 Expanding the provision of harm reduction programmes for people who inject drugs 

 Investing in research to develop new prevention and diagnostic technologies and 
fund global take up to ensure rapid widespread use 

 Supporting treatment as prevention 
 
2. Governments to protect and promote human rights especially those of populations 

most affected by HIV. 
 
These populations include people living with HIV; sex workers; people who inject drugs; 
lesbians, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT); migrants; young people; older people; care 
givers; women; children; and prisoners. The human rights of all these groups need to be 
protected and promoted in two main areas: 
 

 Recognising the leadership and ownership of people living with HIV in the global 
response. 

 Decriminalisation and removal of repressive policies related to sexual transmission 
of HIV and risk behaviours, such as sex work, injecting drug use and sex between 
men. There is a need to protect these populations from stigma and discrimination, 
including violence. There is a need to eliminate all forms of violence against women 
and girls in particular rape, sexual violence and intimate partner violence. 
 

  Equitable access to health, legal and social welfare services including: 



 
o Opiates for all who need them 
o Harm reduction services for people who inject drugs including particularly 

opioid substitution therapy (OST) and needle and syringe programmes (NSP) 
o Integration of HIV and rape crisis/violence against women services, including 

prompt access to post-exposure prophylaxis, contraception and HIV/STI 
testing, treatment and care 

o Rapid and effective responses by law enforcement agencies to reports of 
violence against women 

o Protection of the rights of women and children to inherit property 
o Expanded access to formal and non-formal education, including 

comprehensive sexuality education with modules covering gender, sexuality, 
sexual and reproductive health and rights, HIV, human rights, relationships 
and life skills 

 
3. Greater integration of responses to HIV and urges that: 
 

 This should not only involve strengthening health systems but must also involve 
strengthening community systems. 

 This should involve greater focus on all the Millennium Development Goals and the 
benefits of HIV interventions across all of these, in particular the health and gender 
related goals. 

 This should involve greater linkages and integration between HIV responses and 
responses to tuberculosis; maternal, neonatal and child health; sexual and 
reproductive health; malaria; viral hepatitis; harm reduction and non-communicable 
diseases. 

 
4. Governments to recognise the unique role and value of civil society responses to HIV 

and invest in them. 
 
Governments need to ensure the meaningful involvement of civil society, including networks 
and organisations of people living with HIV, in all aspects of responses to HIV, including 
design, implementation and evaluation. Governments need to recognise the comparative 
advantage of civil society in: 
 

 Extending the reach of services 

 Providing key services that governments find difficult to provide 

 Holding governments to account 

 Knowing the context and needs of their communities 

Governments and donors need to ensure sustainable and predictable funding for civil 
society organisations while recognising and respecting their independence. A key way to 
build the community response is to support community system strengthening through the 
Global Fund and donor and government policies and strategies.  

5. The outcome statement from the High Level Meeting to include accountability and 
value-for-money frameworks. 

 
Governments, civil society organisations and others must be held accountable for any 
commitments made. This requires a system that builds on the previous UNGASS system and 
is harmonised with other accountability systems. It needs a framework that sets out: 



 

 The indicators to be tracked 

 The way in which reporting will be conducted 

 The time frame for reporting 

 Interim targets that map a path to zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and 
zero AIDS-related deaths 

 
A value-for-money framework should ensure that funds are spent on well-evidenced 
interventions. It should take a long-term view and needs to include the value of social 
impacts and benefits for other Millennium Development Goals. 
 
 

 
 
The UK Consortium on AIDS and International Development is a network of 80 academic 
institutions, not-for profit and faith-based organisations which campaign together, partner 
with each other and with global agencies, to deliver a more efficient, focused and effective 
response to the global HIV and AIDS epidemic. In 2011, the Consortium celebrates 25 years 
of collaborative working at the forefront of the HIV response, its vibrant dialogue and 
campaign work sustained by a small staff team based in London. 
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