
 
5.0 Universal Access 
 
Intervention from NGO Delegate for Africa 
 
Thank you Madam Chair, 
 
It has been said before by this delegation and by Botswana and other Member 
States, but it cannot be said enough. The biggest challenge we face now is how we 
are going to fund this vision for Universal Access? Because of the current economic 
climate, but chiefly due to a lack of political will, the realities on the ground is that 
there not enough condoms for people who need them, People living with HIV have 
to wait for someone to die to receive antiretroviral medications, and programs for 
support and care are closing.  
 
It is all well and good to discuss a process leading us to the high level meeting in 
June, and a vision for achieving Universal Access, but unless we have a costing plan 
for implementation and new strategies for how to fund HIV, we will be sitting at this 
Board in 2015 again having failed and setting new targets for 2020. Please think of 
the countless people who will have HIV or have died by then. 
 
Many delegations and Michel himself have made mention of the importance of 
TRIPS flexibilities, availability of generic drugs, the use of patent pools, and ways of 
reducing treatment costs. In addition to immediate political and technical work to 
capitalize on these, we have to strongly support the push for Innovative Finance 
Mechanisms for Global Health, such as the Robin Hood Tax. Not only will these our 
best way to find new sources of money for HIV, but as they are intended to fund 
other areas like Maternal and Child Health and primary health care, they force us to 
work collaboratively with other sectors to achieve universal access for HIV 
prevention, care, treatment and support plus MDGs. This must be a priority 
 
Thank you 


