
 
3.0 Gender-sensitivity of AIDS responses 
 
Intervention from NGO Delegate from North America 
 
The NGO Delegation expressed on several occasions its concerns about the joining of 
the women and girls agenda item with the sexual and reproductive health item. 
Although we see the connections of both, and understand that linking SRH with HIV 
is an essential component of the implementation of the Agenda on Women and Girls 
at country level, we also recognize that the SRH agenda is important in itself for the 
AIDS response and deserves adequate attention.  
 
As you can see in the report and in the draft decision points presented to the PCB, 
both issues, sexual and reproductive health linkages and those on women’s rights, 
suffered from the combination of these agenda items. 
 
It is for these reasons that the NGO Delegation is disappointed that SRH agenda item 
was not included in its own right as we decide in our 26th meeting where this Board 
requested that the issue of Linking Sexual and Reproductive Health and HIV 
Interventions be discussed at the 27th Programme Coordinating Board meeting in 
December 2010 as an agenda item..  
 
The NGO delegation will therefore make separate interventions to the women and 
girls report and to the SRH recommendations. We will also propose additional 
decision points to recover the richness of the thematic session on SRH. 
 
Report development and consultation  
 
The process and time line for the report development was not clear and ample 
turnover times were not given for providing feedback, which was detrimental to 
meaningful civil society participation. 
 
This report was intended to be about the implementation of Agenda for Accelerated 
Country Action for Women, Girls, Gender Equality and HIV, therefore that should be 
its name and it should not be named a “gender-sensitivity response” paper. 
 
It was difficult for CSO to engage in the follow up of country roll out and challenging 
to discern on what the activities were, because the strategy and roll out plan at 
country level was not made available to us, despite numerous requests in this 
regard, as well as commitments from UNAIDS to deliver on such a strategy. To this 
point, at a meeting held immediately after the June PCB, UNAIDS committed to 
sharing such a strategy, which we have yet to receive. In August we met once again 
in Vienna with the secretariat to raise a number of concerns, many of which remain 
unresolved. We are now reiterating our request for UNAIDS provide a detailed plan 
of UN coordination, UN leadership, times lines and the extent and outcome of civil 



 
society involvement, primarily of women’s organizations and networks of women 
living with HIV, including a monitoring and implementation plan of the Agenda.  
 
While we appreciate that at the end of the report a list of partners was included as 
an annex, but no clarity as to what meaningful role they have played in the Agenda’s 
roll out and ensuing implementation. Additionally, significant challenges in the 
implementation of the Agenda have not been adequately reflected upon and we 
expect to see this strengthened in order to make meaningful progress moving 
forward. 
 
About UNAIDS response to women and girls 
 
UNAIDS has the advantage of working at multiple levels with multiple stakeholders 
we would like to see the women and girls agenda present in all those spaces. 
 
UNAIDS needs to guarantee that at the country level someone in the UN family is 
bringing together CS, especially women and girls, women living with HIV, relevant 
stakeholders such as donors and health ministries, and national AIDS authorities to 
analyze national AIDS programs and polices to ensure they adequately address 
women, inclusive of women living with HIV, in prevention and treatment. 
 
Funding needs to be harmonized and thus the funding for the Agenda on Women 
should include the integration of SRH services and HIV for not only maternal and 
child health but also to meet health needs of all women and girls including women 
living with HIV and key affected women and girls as per the Agenda Strategic 
Recommendation #2. The Agenda includes a commitment to support women’s rights 
organizations, particularly those of women living with HIV, and it is not clear how or 
if this has been delivered upon.  
 
We stress the need to have a comprehensive report to the PCB about progress in 
implementation of the Agenda for Women and Girls that includes the resources 
dedicated to implementation including core and supplemental and interagency clear 
country level details, including which civil society partners were involved at country 
level and the extent of that involvement. In order for this comprehensive report to 
be meaningful, it is urgent that UNAIDS develop a monitoring and evaluation 
framework of the Agenda. 


