
 
2.1. UNAIDS Strategic Plan 2011-2015 
 
Intervention from NGO Delegate for Latin American and the Caribbean 
 
The NGO Delegation appreciated the opportunity to review earlier versions of the 
Strategy, and acknowledge that many of our suggestions were taken up into the 
paper. However, as others have said, we found it unfortunate to have a new version 
released last week so soon before the PCB.  
 
Like France, in general, we applaud the strong, bold human rights based language of 
the Strategy before us now and the identification of the third strategic direction 
related to Human Rights and Gender Equality. This signifies recognition that 
prevention, treatment and human rights form a mutually enforcing circle. You 
cannot have prevention and treatment without human rights protection and vice 
versa. 
 
As well, we appreciate the explicit support to and emphasis on key populations and 
vulnerable groups, and the recognition of how stigma and discrimination is a critical 
barrier to achieving Universal Access. For this, we would like to thank the Executive 
Director for his leadership.   
 
We do, however, regret the deletion of any mention of criminalization in the newest 
version of the Plan. We feel that this is a significant omission. As someone working in 
the Caribbean, my own organization has seen firsthand the damage criminalization 
does to both people and families. As well as, to the effectiveness of the HIV response 
and financial investments in it.  For example, the UNAIDS Regional Support Team in 
the Caribbean has clearly documented that Caribbean countries which criminalize 
same sex behaviors have higher rates of infection among the gay and other MSM 
community. 
 
The evidence-base on the impacts of punitive laws is clear and inescapable. Whether 
you are talking about inappropriate criminalization of HIV transmission, or laws that 
punish at- risk groups, this drives people underground and impedes their access to 
prevention, treatment, care and support. Governments may choose to ignore this, 
but they should not try to prevent UNAIDS from promoting the most sound, 
evidence-based policies on this issue.  
 
Because of this we encourage all member states to acknowledge and address the 
deleterious role that criminalization and punitive laws play in driving HIV epidemics 
in their populations. We strongly support UNAIDS in fulfilling its role in achieving 
universal access, which by necessity includes drawing the connection between 
punitive laws and greater vulnerability to HIV infection and impact. 
 
There are other limitations to the Strategy that I will leave to my colleagues to point 
out in two interventions to follow. 
Thank You 


