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Thank you Madame Chair. Zero New HIV Infections, Zero AIDS Related Deaths and 
Zero Discrimination; this is an aspirational and commendable strategy for Universal 
Access. This is a vision that we all collectively have agreed to, yet in the UA 
document the coverage targets are 80% rather than universal coverage. In keeping 
with the ambitious goals of the strategy the NGO Delegation reminds our colleagues 
that Universal Access is 100% coverage of those in need of HIV Treatment, 
Prevention, Care & Support. In order to achieve this, UNAIDS must embrace the 
leadership role designated to them and member states must provide the political will 
that has been lacking in order to live up to their commitments. 
  
The new vision for UNAIDS is implicit in what UNAIDS strives to accomplish. 
However, the current Strategy document tells us what needs to be done without 
sufficient detail on how it will be done and what is the comparative advantage of 
UNAIDS to do it. Ultimately what the strategy says does not matter. What matters in 
the end is what is done and if this document will lead to action being taken that will 
bring us closer to UA then let’s get to it. The NGO delegation hopes that a guidance 
document or operational plan with clear strategic details on how, who, when and 
with indicators to measure progress will soon follow. We also look forward to 
working on the Unified Budget and Accountability Framework (UBAF) to ensure that 
the strong vision is matched with resource allocation. 
  
The NGO delegation appreciates that TRIPS is mentioned along with generics and 
reducing costs of drugs.  We applaud Thailand, India and Brazil for taking action to 
provide lifesaving treatment by taking advantage of TRIPS flexibility, we support our 
African colleagues and all others who call for more affordable treatment options and 
we see a strong advocacy role for UNAIDS in Treatment Access.  We call on UNAIDS 
to champion the development and accessibility of generic medicines and to be a 
leader around innovative financing mechanisms such as the financial transaction tax 
and the currency transaction levy, amongst others. The use of innovative finance 
mechanisms is vital to raising additional resources for the HIV response, and 
promotes the UNAIDS agenda of collaboration within the health sector. 
 
As well, we fully support the role of UNAIDS in promoting treatment access. We will 
never be able to deliver on universal access without this focus, and the efforts of all 
cosponsors will be needed to ensure treatment access. 
  
Despite the term “People centered” used in the strategy, we appreciate the 
emphasis on inclusivity in this strategy. We would like to stress that for civil society 
this means inclusiveness, consultation, engagement and influence in decision-making 
and outcomes. 



 
  
Lastly, in order to properly monitor and evaluate the progress toward UA since the 
initial commitment in 2006 we will need to incorporate the newly developed 
indicators, which we expect will provide specific attention to people living with HIV 
as well as key and vulnerable populations such as women and girls, young persons 
most at risk, people who use drugs, sex workers, Transgender persons, Gay and 
other MSM. We are looking forward to seeing these indicators and UNAIDS’ support 
in building government and civil society capacity to accurately collect information on 
these indicators. 
 


