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Thank you Madame chair. In addition to interventions made by my NGO colleagues 
on this item previously, we take note of the frequent mention of women and girls, 
people living with HIV, children, youth, men who have sex with men, transgender 
people, sex workers and people who use drugs.  
 
However, we noted with concern, the infrequent mentions of palliative care as well 
as people on the move, prisoners, persons with disabilities and people in 
humanitarian crisis situations. We also observed that there was no mention of 
people in other conditions of vulnerability such as indigenous peoples, homeless 
populations and people co-infected with Hepatitis C. This new strategy of UNAIDS is 
also the strategy for universal access. Therefore it should not prioritize or polarize 
groups, but should aim to be truly universal by reaching everyone.  
 
We recognize that women continue to be disproportionally affected by HIV, 
representing more than 50% of all people living with HIV. While the strategy speaks 
very clearly of the need to advance gender equality and address the HIV specific 
needs of women and girls, we find it curious that there is only one mention of the 
recently established UN Women and the potential role this new agency will play in 
addressing the HIV-specific needs of women and girls over the next five years. 
Recognising the potential of this new agency in the AIDS response, we would like to 
understand how UNAIDS will work with them to address the HIV-related needs of all 
women and girls. 
 
As mentioned throughout the document, the gains of the past are at risk and current 
approaches are reaching their limits while we are collectively under pressure to 
maximise resources to deliver results. As discussed by the ED in his report, now more 
than ever, we need to ensure that scarce resources are targeted for efficiency and 
results, while transaction costs are kept to a minimum. Therefore, one of our key 
concerns is that, while the strategy acknowledges that funding presents a critical 
challenge and discusses the need for identifying innovative and sustainable 
resources along with a reduction in costs of drugs and other services aspects of 
treatment, limited focus is given to how UNAIDS intends to do this to fund the 
implementation of this ambitious strategy, which leads us to universal access.  We 
hope to see this addressed in a resource mobilization strategy, which takes into 
account the current fiscal and political climate. 
 
Despite these concerns we commend UNAIDS for honouring its mandate to uphold 
gender equality and human rights for everyone - and in particular ensuring that 
there is strong language around protective legal frameworks, rights-based 
approaches and key populations in the document. We also appreciate the 



 
acknowledgment of the role of stigma and discrimination in reaching universal 
access, despite the lack of explicit mention of criminalisation of persons living with 
HIV, sex workers, people who use drugs and those in consensual adult same sex 
practices. As mentioned by the US, we expect that the Commission on HIV and the 
Law will unpack this issue. 
 
However, we would like to express our appreciation to the Member States who 
have, through their interventions on the floor, and working with heart on the 
ground, committed to evidence-based AIDS responses and continuing their support 
to social justice, equity and human rights for all, particularly most at risk populations.  
 
As mentioned previously by my NGO colleague from the Caribbean, we would have 
preferred the stronger human rights language of the previous version of this 
document. However, we understand the need for compromise language around 
punitive laws and after long reflection we are willing to endorse the document in its 
current form.  
 
We would appreciate an acknowledgement of our concerns around the limitations of 
the document and an indication of how they will be considered in the 
implementation and operationalisation of this strategy.   


