
 
1.4 Report of the Executive Director 
 
Intervention from NGO Delegate for Asia-Pacific 
 
We celebrate the Executive Director’s efforts to maximize results and to show value 
for money with out reducing its commitment to work on issues where cost-
effectiveness is hard to show but are crucial in the HIV response such as the 
reduction of stigma and discrimination. 
 
We agree that the June High Level meeting will be a once-in-a-decade opportunity to 
reshape and renew our commitments and it will be crucial to ensure we fully take 
advantage of it. We expect strong leadership from UNAIDS around the meaningful 
participation of people living with HIV AIDS and civil society organizations, especially 
organizations working with sex workers, people who use drugs, men who have sex 
with men, transgender people, prisoners’ rights, migrants and women and girls on 
the preparation and during the High Level meeting. 
 
The recent report conducted by the Global Fund and HIV investments specifically 
targeting most-at-risk populations has shockingly revealed that a ONLY 8.8% of total 
Round 8 (2008) goes to men having sex with men, sex workers and people using 
drugs. While we appreciate funding criteria should be based on epidemiology and 
HIV prevalence- we remain deeply concerned that funds continue to be disbursed to 
countries who violate human rights for example in the running of detention centers 
where   funds are  being misused to monitor sexual activities of inmates in the prison 
- money which was earmarked for HIV prevention to prisoners. We, the NGO 
delegation ask Michel as the UNAIDS representative to the Global Fund to bring to 
the  Board our concerns that some recipients are not honoring human rights 
and continue to exercise punitive laws and policies that undermine national HIV 
responses. 
 
At this critical juncture in the global AIDS response, reduced funding due to the 
economic climate and shifting political priorities is one of the biggest challenges the 
AIDS response has faced in the past decade. We were very disappointed with the 
outcomes of the 3rd Voluntary Replenishment Meeting of the Global Fund to fight 
AIDS, TB and Malaria in October which failed to secure the US $20 billion needed to 
scale up to universal access. Although commitments of US $11.7 billion were 
secured, we note that this is even less than the lowest scenario of 13 billion needed 
to sustain the current response and allow for an additional, lower level of funding for 
new programs. Now is not the time to turn our backs on universal access to HIV 
prevention, treatment, care and support. With the amount of money available for 
other priorities, we realise that we are not facing a fiscal crisis of a scarcity of 
resources, as much as we are facing a crisis of political will. 


