
UNAIDS PCB NGO Delegation Communique 
 

What happened in the PCB meeting in Geneva on October 2nd? 
 
The Extraordinary meeting was dedicated entirely to the discussion of the next executive director of 
UNAIDS. The PCB heard the report of the Search Committee and discussed the top four candidates for 
the position of Executive Director of UNAIDS. The Search Committee noted that the main issue in its 
work was the limited number of highly-qualified candidates. 
 

The four candidates are: Tim Barnett, Stefano Bertozzi, Michel Sidibe, Debrework Zewdie 

 
The top tiered candidates: Debrawerk Zwedie of Ethiopia and currently at the World Bank, and Michel 
Sidibe, originally of Mali and currently at UNAIDS, were supported by various Member States. The 
majority of support went to Michel Sidibe. 
 
The PCB NGO Delegation supported the candidacy of Michel Sidibe and cited the following key reasons: 

 His strong leadership and managerial skills 

 His operational, field level experience as well as international experience, giving him a global picture 

 His knowledge of UNAIDS, as well as the key UN bodies and stakeholders 

 His involvement with Universal Access and the Three Ones 

 His vision of UNAIDS, which includes GIPA and human rights 

 His understanding for the need for AIDS exceptionality in the next phase of UNAIDS 

 His ability to incorporate changes from the current independent evaluation of UNAIDS 

 His willingness and ability to work with civil society as key to a successful response 
 
 

What happened before the meeting? 

 
The PCB NGO Delegation had two members on the search committee, engaged in the selection and 
interviews of the candidates. Those two members, Gracia Violeta Ross and Zonibel Woods signed a code 
of confidentiality and therefore could not share information with the delegation or with wider civil society. 
 
The report of the search committee was shared confidentially with PCB members and the NGO Delegation 
one week before the meeting in Geneva. At this time, the NGO delegates discussed the candidates with 
their constituents and undertook a limited consultation with key networks in order to gauge support for the 
candidates. Respondents supported Sidibe and provided some points for the delegates in the meeting. 
 
 

What happens next? 
 
The report goes to the Committee of Co-sponsors, who will meet on October 8th and then interview the 
four candidates. Their report will then go to the Secretary General on October 24rd. The SG is not 
obligated to pick from this list of candidates, although he should normally respect the intentions of the 
PCB as expressed in the meeting report and Co-sponsors report. He will normally make a decision by the 
end of the year. 
 
 



What can I do? 
 
You can express your support for a candidate by lobbying your own government and/or by writing to the 
Secretary General. 
 

How can I get more information? 
 
The get more information on the ED, the UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board or the NGO 
Delegation, please contact the Communications Facility at pcbcf.ssimon@gmail.com or 
pcbcf.ggray@gmail.com. 
 

 

Reminder: What is the PCB again? 
 
The Programme Coordinating Board (PCB) is the governing body of UNAIDS. It is made up of 22 voting 
Member States, the 10 Co-sponsors that make up the UNAIDS program, and 10 representatives of non-
governmental organizations (one delegate and one alternate from 5 regions). For more details, including all 
background papers, you can visit http://www.unaids.org/en/AboutUNAIDS/Governance/default.asp 
 

 
 

UNAIDS COSPONSORS 

 

 

 

UNHCR 

UNICEF 

WFP 

UNDP 

UNFPA 

UNODC 

ILO 

UNESCO 

WHO 

World Bank 

 

NGO DELEGATION 
 

Africa 
Cameroonian Network of Associations of People Living with 

HIV/AIDS (RECAP+): James Clovis Kayo, jamesckayo@yahoo.fr 
Southern African Network of AIDS Service Organizations 
(SANASO): Mercy Machiya, mercymachiya@yahoo.com 

 
Asia/Pacific 

The 7 Sisters, Thailand: Vince Crisostomo, coordinator@7sisters.org 
AntiAIDS Association, Kyrgyz Republic: Gulnara Kurmanova, 

gkurmanova@gmail.com 
 

Europe 
Russian Harm Reduction Network: Vitaly Djuma, 

vitaly@harmreduction.ru 
Action Against AIDS, Germany: Sonja Weinreich, 

Sonja.Weinreich@eed.de 
 

Latin America/Caribbean 
Rede Latino-Americana de Reducão de Daños (RELARD): 

Sandra Batista, sandrabatista@grupohumanar.com.br 
Bolivian Network of people living with HIV/AIDS (REDBOL): 

Gracia Violeta Ross Quiroga, graciavioleta@gmail.com 
 

North America 
Interagency Coalition on AIDS and Development, Canada:  

Michael O’Connor, info@icad-cisd.com 
International Women’s Health Coalition: Zonibel Woods, 

zonnyw@yahoo.co.uk 
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